
DEKRA Info 

A service for editorial offices  

 

www.dekra.com/en/dekra-info 

 

Publisher: 
DEKRA e.V. 
Corporate Communications
Handwerkstraße 15 
70565 Stuttgart 
Germany 

 
 

 

Date Stuttgart, June 2019 
Contact Tilman Vögele-Ebering 

Tel. direct +49.7 11.78 61-21 22 
Fax direct +49.7 11.78 61-27 00                                                                                                  Reproduction free of charge  
Email tilman.voegele-ebering@dekra.com                                         Please mention DEKRA and send reference copy  

Internet www.dekra.com  

 

June 2019/06 

 

 

Contents: 

 

 

Safety initiative: Inspectors call for access to vehicle data  

In anticipation of the new era of automated and networked driving, DEKRA, the 
technical services organization, has joined forces with other testing organizations to 
call for the unfiltered access to vehicle data: "We would otherwise be in no position 
to guarantee the proper condition and the safety of the vehicles over their service life" 
warns DEKRA Chief Executive Officer Stefan Kölbl. 

 

Caution with e-scooters: Somersaulting over the handlebars a real danger 

Now that legislators have given their approval, we will soon be encountering electric 
scooters on Germany's streets, too. Some see the nippy two-wheelers as a lot of fun, 
others as the perfect mode of transport to cover that last mile in a gridlocked city 
center. However, DEKRA accident researchers warn that the risks of falling flat on 
your face with the small-wheeled scooters should not be underestimated. 

 

"Bad atmosphere" in schools and sports halls: After renovation "clear the air“ 

Many operators of public buildings know the problem all too well: users of new 
buildings or recently renovated structures complain of watering eyes, throat irritation 
or feeling unwell. The cause can be harmful or irritant materials released during 
building work. Such problems can be avoided by timely action, say harmful 
substances experts of DEKRA.  
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Delicate information: Who owns the vehicle data? 

 

Initiative for more car safety 

Inspecting organizations call for access to vehicle data  

In anticipation of the new era of automated and networked driving, DEKRA, the technical 

services organization, has joined forces with other testing organizations to call for the 

unfiltered access to vehicle data: "Data collected by the vehicles and relevant for safety 

and the environment must be made available to inspection organizations in an unfiltered 

format, otherwise we will not be in a position to guarantee the proper condition and safety 

of the vehicles over their entire service lives," warns DEKRA Chief Executive Officer 

Stefan Kölbl. "In the interconnected world of the future data belongs to the user and he 

or she has a right to expect safety. If the worst comes to the worst, human life can very 

quickly be at stake if the safety systems of a vehicle fail." 

In order to be capable of effectively fulfilling the statutory inspection duties in the data-

based, networked world of the future, DEKRA has teamed up with other testing 

organizations to launch the Trust Center initiative. It would mean that vehicle data is 

stored on a manufacturer-independent platform and only released to inspection 

organizations in accordance with clearly defined criteria.  

"We must be in a position to test on an independent basis all the safety and 

environmentally relevant systems over the entire service life of the vehicle in order to 

discover damage, malfunctions and signs of manipulation," said Kölbl in explanation of 

the initiative. "After road accidents and traffic violations in particular, it would be 

increasingly important in the future to clarify causes and responsibilities. Unfiltered data 

access is absolutely essential to guarantee this. 90 percent of the vehicle recalls today 

can already be traced to software errors.  

"The general inspection of the future, Main Inspection 4.0, will be data-driven," explained 

the DEKRA CEO. This presented an opportunity of the century to achieve greater road 

safety, which, however, could only be seized if access to safety-relevant data is permitted. 

So far manufacturers have been the sole recipients of this data. DEKRA Info 
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The school runs: often additional danger potential 

 

DEKRA Road Safety Report:  

One in four children taken to school by "parent taxi service"  

Many parents drive their elementary grade school children to school to ensure that they 

arrive safely. However, these "school runs" fail to contribute to promoting the 

independence and safe behavior of the children near roads, and are frequently the source 

of additional road safety issues around nurseries and schools. This is the focus of the 

DEKRA Road Safety Report 2019, which examines the situation of children under the 

age of 15 in street traffic. 

The report cites a recent survey carried out by forsa and commissioned by DEKRA which 

showed that 23 percent of parents of school children aged between six and 16 years of 

age regularly drive their children to school. More than one in two interviewees (57 percent) 

expressed the concern that their own child could be involved in a road accident caused 

by others. 46 percent fear that their child could be harrassed or threatened by strangers. 

One in five (20 percent) were worried that their child could be pestered or bullied by 

children of similar age. And 19 percent were afraid that their child would not be careful 

enough and might very well cross the road at a red pedestrian signal. 

Two thirds of those parents who do not drive their child to school (67 percent) said that 

their child should learn to move autonomously and safely in traffic situations. Others 

(34 percent) were in favor of their child managing the way to school without a car because 

it is accompanied by or driven along with other children. Disrupting residential areas near 

the school and damaging the environment as well as endangering other children each 

played a role for 26 percent of respondents. 

The study recommends that parents let their children gather their own experience in road 

traffic – naturally suited to their age and stage of development – and thus acquire 

appropriate competencies. If the "school run" was absolutely unavoidable, it should at 

least be organized so that nobody is endangered in the vicinity of the school. The DEKRA 

Road Safety Report 2019 is available online at www.dekra.de/verkehrssicherheitsreport. 

For more information please visit www.dekra-roadsafety.com.   DEKRA Info 
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Starting off with an e-scooter: Risks should not be underestimated 
 

Careful when starting off into the world of electric scooters 

Somersaulting over the handlebars a real danger 

Now that legislators have given their approval, we will be encountering electric scooters 

on the streets in Germany, too. Some see the nippy two-wheelers as a lot of fun, others 

as the perfect mode of transport to cover that last mile in a gridlocked city center. 

However, DEKRA accident researchers warn that the risks of falling flat on your face with 

the small-wheeled scooters should not be underestimated and point to a current study 

from Austin / Texas (USA). According to this, one in three of those with an e-scooter 

involved in an accident (33 percent) received their injuries during the course of the first 

journey, and almost two thirds of those during the first nine journeys.  

"Do not immediately plunge into heavy traffic after purchase, but instead familiarize 

yourself with the driving characteristics of the scooter in a secure area", says DEKRA 

accident researcher Markus Egelhaaf. "You have to learn how to ride a scooter, just like 

you have to learn how to ride a bicycle. As always, practice makes perfect."  

Braking is particularly tricky due to the combination of tiny wheels and high handlebars. 

"If the rider applies the front wheel brake too heavily when whizzing along or fails to 

transfer his weight sufficiently to the rear when braking, he might end up somersaulting 

over the handlebars. This is why it is important for the rider to practice transferring his 

weight and employing the brakes correctly." Particular care is also essential when the 

road surface is wet, dirty or uneven. The small wheels mean that there is an increased 

risk of falling on this type of surface.  

Egelhaaf recommends wearing a cycle helmet when riding a scooter, even if this is not 

prescribed by law. The US study shows that almost half of those riders involved in an 

accident (48 percent) suffer head injuries. "This shows that wearing a helmet on an 

electric scooter is anything but being "over-dressed," stresses Egelhaaf. 

It is to be expected that the introduction of the new vehicle group will see an increasing 

number of accidents until road users have become accustomed to these "new kids on the 

block". Therefore, it is not only particularly important to be more vigilant and careful, but 

also for road users to show mutual respect during this initial period.  DEKRA Info 
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After renovations harmful substances can escape into the air  

 

"Bad atmosphere" in schools and sports halls 

After renovation "clear the air“ 

Many operators of public buildings know the problem all too well. Users of new buildings 

or recently renovated structures complain of watering eyes, throat irritation or discomfort. 

The cause can be harmful substances or irritants released during building work. Such 

problems can be avoided by timely action, say harmful substances experts of DEKRA.  

To counter this, experts at the accredited DEKRA Measuring Center recommend having 

new buildings such as schools, administrative buildings or sports halls thoroughly tested 

for hazardous substances before they open their doors. There are frequently high 

concentrations of volatile organic compounds (VOC) that are contained in many building 

construction materials such as paint, coatings and floor coverings, and are emitted into 

the classrooms or offices. 

By asking DEKRA experts to take samples on site and analyze them in the laboratory, 

building owners and operators can protect themselves from unpleasant surprises. And 

the users, i.e. parents, pupils and employees, are also reassured if the interior 

atmosphere is right. Incidentally, clearance measuring may be required in some federal 

states as, for example, is the case in Baden-Württemberg for newly built, state-funded 

school buildings.  

Operators should also proceed in a similar way for renovation work, especially where 

school buildings are concerned.  Following maintenance or renovation work, classrooms 

often remain closed during the long summer break until the start of the new school year. 

In addition, energy-saving requirements mean that the outer shell of the building needs 

to display greater air-tightness. As a result, the harmful substances contained in building 

materials are emitted and fill the room air. 

DEKRA recommends that school boards make sure that the workers commissioned for 

the renovation work use suitable building materials and process them correctly. School 

boards should not wait until they get first complaints in the new school year, but make 

sure in advance that fewer harmful substances occur and that room air measurements 

are taken, and, if necessary, timely ventilation measures are contractually agreed with 

the building contractors.  DEKRA Info 
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DEKRA "Vision Zero Award" for road safety work 

The Gesellschaft für Medizinische und Technische Traumabiomechanik e.V. (gmttb) has 

conferred the "Vision Zero Award" on DEKRA. In so doing, gmttb is honoring the decades 

of road safety work and, in particular, the interactive Vision Zero Map of the technical 

services organization (www.dekra-vision-zero.com). "In our view, Vision Zero means that 

everyone in their own area of responsibility does everything possible to come as close as 

possible to the goal of having zero traffic fatalities," says DEKRA accident researcher 

Markus Egelhaaf. "DEKRA has some innovations that are leading the way for others to 

emulate. The responsibility for safety is here of prime importance," says gmttb-President 

Wolfram Hell. He hoped that the road safety markers that the organization was laying 

down would be followed by many. (DEKRA Info) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saving money: Test customers required for garage visits  

Once again, DEKRA Automobil GmbH is looking for test customers to conduct garage 

tests on behalf of vehicle manufacturers or car dealerships. The participants can as a rule 

save most of the costs of an inspection. The following vehicle brands are currently being 

sought: VW (car and commercial vehicles) BMW / MINI, Volvo, Opel, Škoda, Fiat and 

Mazda. In the test a few minor changes are made to the respective customer vehicle and 

which should be rectified in the course of the due inspection. After the test the car is 

checked over once again by DEKRA and, if necessary, the changes rectified. The test 

customers usually will get most of the inspection costs reimbursed for taking part. Those 

interested in entering their vehicle for such a test can either register as a test customer at 

www.inspektion-kostenlos.de or else contact the Service Center by calling 

+49 (0) 711.7861-1919.  DEKRA Info 
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